284                        CLEMENCEAU
One of my wotst memories is the time I left Paris
during the Commune. I said to myself ' They are going
to shoot all the people under niy jurisdiction. I can't
however give it the sanction of my authority/ One of
my friends, an American, gave me his papers and I left.
I took the train and went as far as Saint-Denis, where the
Yersaillais troops were. A man stopped and questioned
me. I answered in English, treating the man affably and
joking. After a minute or two of this little game he had
enough and let me go on my way. I wanted to go to
UAubiaie. I thought ' I shall be fairly quiet there.3 In
order to go to TAubraie I had to go first to Alen$on and
then to Nantes, where Father Waldeck-Rousseau, an old
catholic and a worthy man, gave me a fictitious passport.
Provided with this passport I arrived in Lufon on the day
of the fair. I found my father and it was all over.
MYSELF : Didn't the Government disturb you ?
CLEMENCEAU : No.1 On one occasion I was asked for
rny passport, and I showed it. A ripping passport! It
all amused me very much. . . .
1 The Government did not seem at bottom to regard Clemenceau with any
great fury. la this connection Bernier sent me three documents which are not
Lacking in relish.
The first is an anonymous letter addressed to the Ministry of the Interior, where
it was recorded on the i4th June, 1871 :
* A friend of order warns the Minister that comrade Clemenceau, an ex-mayor of
Fans, sent to Bordeaux to incite that city to insurrection, is hiding in the Vend6e
Trith his father, a league from Sainte-Hermine. He does not go out by day;
the authorities are unaware of his presence, but he is there and can be taken whenever
you wish. The entire country will greet his arrest with pleasure, for everyone
detests these Red scoundrels and especially leaders as dangerous as this Clemenceau.
Sainte-Hermine is the country-seat of the canton, near Lu$on, arrondissement of
Jontenay (Vendee). Let justice be done.'
The second is a telegram from the Ministry of the Interior to the Prefect of the
"Vendee; it is dated i6th June. ' An anonymous letter informs me, etc.'
The third is the Prefect's answer. 'La Roche-sur-Yon, i9th June, 1871.
"The information in the anonymous letter is correct. This person, according to the
sub-prefect of Fontenay, is actually with his family at Sainte-Hermine ; the neigh-
bourhood is so little in sympathy with him that he dare not go out for fear of being
liooted at. His political ideas are very radical, but I think opposed to the
Commune and to the atrocities which it committed.*
With which M. Thiers' Government appeared to be satisfied.